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Message from the
DIRECTOR MARKETING

Dear Cooperators,

This edition of Krishak Saarthi is a celebration of India's
vibrant agricultural festivals, showcasing the rich tapestry of
our agricultural heritage. Each festival, from the lively Pongal
in Tamil Nadu to the spirited Bihu in Assam, carries with it
the essence of regional customs and traditions. These festivals
not only mark the bountiful harvest season but also serve as a
heartfelt expression of gratitude towards nature and a means to
strengthen community bonds. Through these celebrations, we
are reminded of the profound connection between agriculture
and our cultural identity.

EDITOR'S

DESK

Dear Esteemed Readers,

Welcome to the 16™ edition of Krishak Saarthi! May ushers
in a vibrant time for agriculture, marked by the culmination
of harvest celebrations and preparations for the upcoming
monsoon season. Across India, the echoes of agricultural
festivals like Onam in Kerala and Rongali Bihu in Assam
resonate, reminding us of the deep connection between
our culture and the land. These celebrations are a beautiful
expression of gratitude for nature's bounty and a call to
ensure its continued well-being.

This month, many farmers will be engrossed in crucial tasks
like summer ploughing, pre-monsoon sowing of crops, and
preparing for pest management. Krishak Saarthi remains
committed to providing you with the latest knowledge and
resources to navigate this critical period.

Editorial Board

Sh. V S R Prasad, Director Mktg.
Chairman

Dr. V K Tiwari, DGM (Mktg.)
Chief Editor

Sh. Sharvan Kumar, CM (Mktg.)
Member - FAS

Sh. Devisht Agarwal, DM (MS)
Member - IT and Technical

Sh. Nitesh Kumar Mishra, DM (Mktg.)
Editing, Design and Circulation

I extend my heartfelt gratitude
to the dedicated team and the
entire KRIBHCO family for their
unwavering ~ commitment  and
contributions in shaping Krishak
Saarthi into a valuable source of
knowledge for our esteemed readers.

o
V. S. R. Prasad
Director (Mktg.), KRIBHCO

We are proud to highlight the ongoing
success of the KRIBHCO Society
Adoption  Program. This initiative

fosters collaboration between KRIBHCO

and village-level cooperative societies,

empowering them to become self-sufficient

institutions. Through training programs, financial assistance,
and access to advanced agricultural practices, the program
equips these societies to serve their members more effectively.

As we navigate this dynamic agricultural landscape, let us
remain steadfast in our dedication to innovation, collaboration,

and sustainable practices.

Dr. V. K. Tiwari
Dy. GM (Mktg.)

Warm regards,

Sh. Raj Babu Kumar, AM (Mktg.)
Member - Agriculture News Updates

Sh. Rishav Arora, AM (MS)
Member - Current Affairs
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A CelebrationofjthejHaryvest
Exploring India's Vibrant Agricultural Festivals

India, a land of diverse cultures and traditions, celebrates its agricultural heritage with a multitude
of vibrant festivals throughout the year. These festivals, deeply rooted in the rhythms of the seasons
and the success of the harvest, are a time for thanksgiving, community bonding, and joyous
celebration. Let's embark on a journey across the vast canvas of India, exploring some of the most
prominent agricultural festivals.

Pongal (Tamil Nadu)

Marking the beginning of the Tamil month of Thai (January-February), Pongal is a four-
day harvest festival in South India, particularly Tamil Nadu.The word "Pongal” translates to
"boil over," symbolizing abundance and prosperity. The festivities begin with Bhogi, where
people discard old belongings and cleanse their homes, signifying a fresh start. The following
days are dedicated to Surya Bhagwan (Sun God) for a bountiful harvest and to cows for their
contribution to agriculture. Pongal, the main day, features the traditional boiling of rice in
a decorated pot, followed by Maatu Pongal, honoring cattle, and Kaanum Pongal, a day for
family gatherings and thanks giving.

Lohri (Punjab)

As the winter chills give way to the promise of spring, Lohri, celebrated in Punjab around
January 13, marks the end of the harvest season. Bonfires crackle, symbolizing the burning
of negativity and ushering in warmth. People exchange peanuts, popcorn, and revri (a sweet
dish), and children sing Lohri songs. The festival is particularly significant for young girls, who
receive gifts and blessings for their well-being.
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Exploring India's Vibrant Agricultural Festivals

Makar Sankranti (Pan-India)

Celebrated on January 14", Makar Sankranti is one of the oldest and most widespread harvest
festivals in India. It coincides with the sun's entry into the zodiac sign of Makara (Capricorn),
marking the end of the winter solstice and the beginning of longer days. The festival is observed
with a variety of regional customs. In Gujarat, people fly kites, symbolizing soaring hopes and
aspirations. In Maharashtra, families gather for the "Tilgul" ritual, exchanging sweets made
from sesame seeds and jaggery to promote sweetness in relationships. In

West Bengal, the festival is known as Poush Sankranti, with offerings made to the Sun God and
prayers for a prosperous harvest.

Bihu (Assam):

Assam's vibrant Bihu festival is a three-part celebration held throughout the year. Bohag
Bihu, observed in April, marks the Assamese New Year and the spring harvest. Vibrant Bihu
dances, adorned with colorful Gamocha (traditional towels), and energetic drum beats fill the
air. Houses are decorated with flowers and mango leaves, and traditional dishes like Jolpan (a
seven-course meal) are prepared. Kati Bihu, celebrated in mid-October, is a time for sowing
seeds and seeking blessings for a bountiful harvest. Magh Bihu, in January, marks the end of
the harvesting season and is a time for thanksgiving and community feasting.

Onam (Kerala)

Kerala's ten-day harvest festival, Onam, falls in August or September. The festival commemorates
the mythical King Mahabali, who is believed to visit Kerala during this time. Elaborate flower
arrangements called "Ona Pookkalam" adorn entrances, and intricately designed clay figures
narrate mythological stories. Snake boat races, a thrilling spectacle, are a major attraction.
Onam Sadhya, a nine-course vegetarian feast served on a banana leaf, is a highlight of the
festival, showcasing Kerala's culinary richness.

Nuakhai (Odisha)

Nuakhai, celebrated in Odisha during the month of Bhadra (August-September), is a unique
harvest festival dedicated to the welcoming of the new rice. The festival is marked by colorful
processions, traditional folk dances, and the offering of the first harvest to the deities. Families
prepare special dishes like "Pakhala” (a fermented rice dish) and "Dahamasa” (a lentil dish) to
celebrate the occasion.

These are just a few examples of the many agricultural festivals celebrated across India. Each region boasts
its unique customs and traditions, reflecting the rich tapestry of Indian culture. These festivals not only
celebrate the bounty of nature but also strengthen community bonds, and express gratitude for the land and its
sustenance. As India continues to evolve, these vibrant agricultural festivals serve as a reminder of the country's
deep-rooted connection to its agricultural heritage.
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METHOD OF COLLECTION OF SOIL SAMPLE: STEP BY STEP
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Fill minimum 250 g. sample soil in clean poly pack & keep
filled identification slip Inside & sent to KKPK
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