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Dear Valued Readers,

Welcome to the 20™ edition of ‘
h . . . :

DearEilbperators, »  Krishak Saarathi! The upcoming
month marks a crucial phase in .
We are delighted to bring you this edition of Krishak agriculture as farmers prepare f?

Saarathi. This issue reaffirms our ongoing dedication for the end of the monsoon and

to strengthening cooperation and unity within the transition into the next phase of

agricultural sector. crop management. This month,

our focus shifts to post-mon-

Y
-

1.

This edition highlights significant developments,

LI

soon agricultural practices, in-
includingthe Prime Minister’s release of 109 high-yielding, cluding crop protection, soil management, and planning

climate-resilient, and biofortified crop varieties, and the for the Rabi season.
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emphasis on value addition in agriculture. Additionally,
Union Home Minister and Minister of Cooperation Shri In this edition, we bring you expert insights to help you
Amit Shah's presence at the NFCSF's Sugar Industry

Symposium and National Efficiency Awards 2022-23 as &

navigate the changing weather patterns and optimize

SPPBX

your yields. We also spotlight the latest initiatives and

Chief Guest underscores the importance of collective advancements in the agricultural sector, driven by the

efforts. Ministry of Cooperation.

As we move forward, let's continue to innovate, adapt,

I sincerely thank our dedicated team and the entire

KRIBHCO family for their unwavering commitment in and work together toward a bountiful harvest and a

brighter future for our farming community.

V.S.R. Prasad {# Dr. V. K. Tiwari
Director (Mktg.), KRIBHCO JGM (Mktg.)

making Krishak Saarathi a vital source of knowledge and
inspiration for our readers.

Sh. V S R Prasad, Director Mktg. Sh. Devisht Agarwal, DM (MS) Sh. Raj Babu Kumar, AM (Mktg.)
Chairman Member - IT and Technical Member - Agriculture News Updates
Dr. V K Tiwari, JGM (Mktg.) Sh. Nitesh Kumar Mishra, DM (Mktg.) Sh. Rishav Arora, AM (MS)

Chlef Edltor Edltlng, Design and Circulation Member — Current Affairs

Sh. Sharvan Kumar, DGM (Mktg.)
Member - FAS




PM releases 109 high yielding,
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climate resilient and biofortified varieties of crops

Highlights :
o PM highlights the significance of value addition in
agriculture

« Seeds of these crops are climate friendly and can yield
good crop even in adverse weather: Shri Shivraj Singh
Chouhan

Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi released 109 high yielding,
climate resilient and bio-fortified varieties of crops at Indian
Agricultural Research Institute, New Delhi.

Prime Minister also interacted with the farmers and scientists
on the occasion. Discussing the importance of these new crop
varieties, Prime Minister stressed on the significance of value
addition in agriculture. The farmers said that these new varieties
will be highly beneficial as they will help reduce their expenditure
and also have a positive impact on the environment.

Prime Minister discussed the importance of millets and
underlined how people are moving towards nutritious food. The
farmers appreciated the efforts undertaken by the government
for promoting natural farming.

Prime Minister suggested that KVKs should proactively inform
farmers about the benefits of the new varieties being developed
every month to enhance awareness about their benefits.

The 109 varieties of 61 crops released by the Prime Minister
included 34 field crops and 27 horticultural crops. Among the
field crops, seeds of various cereals including millets, forage
crops, oilseeds, pulses, sugarcane, cotton, fibre and other
potential crops were released. Among the horticultural crops,
different varieties of fruits, vegetable crops, plantation crops,
tuber crops, spices, flowers and medicinal crops were released.

Later, Union Minister for Agriculture and Farmers’ Welfare Shri
Shivraj Singh Chouhan addressed the media, stating that today
is significant for farmers since the 109 varieties of 61 crops that
have been released will help them produce more, earn more
money and spend less. Shri Chouhan said that the seeds of
these crops are climate friendly and can yield good crop even
in adverse weather. He also informed that these varieties are
rich in nutrition. Today’s program is best example of lab to land
program.

Responding to inquiries from the media, Shri Shivraj Singh
Chouhan declared that within three years, farmers will receive
seeds from all 109 varieties. Additionally, he said that imports of
exotic mango varieties are not currently necessary because our
own variety is more productive, more aesthetically pleasing, and
has superior keeping qualities, all of which can increase farmers'
income. All of these types are appropriate for natural farming,
and research on this topic is ongoing.

On one day each month, the Prime Minister, Shri Narendra
Modi, proposed that experts from KVK, ICAR, and state
agricultural universities engage with farmers. The goal of this
exchange should be to tackle a current issue related to agriculture
and attempt to identify answers through mutual learning.

Union Ministers of State for Agriculture and Farmers’ Welfare,
Shri Bhagirath Choudhary and Shri Ram Nath Thakur and DG
ICAR& Secretary, DARE, Dr. Himanshu Pathak also graced the
occasion along with 30 farmers from nearby state and all the
DDGs and other officials of ICAR.

Union Home Minister and Minister of Cooperation Shri Amit Shah
attends NFCSF's Sugar Industry Symposium and National Efficiency
Awards 2022-23 function as the Chief Guest in New Delhi.

Highlights :

o The Modi government has promoted economic development as well as

rural empowerment through cooperatives

o The prosperity of the farmer is the goal of the Modi government
o In two years, all cooperative sugar mills in the country should be

producing ethanol

2013-14, which has increased to 370 crore litres

o A policy decision of the Modi government on ethanol-blending reduced
the import bill of petrol, improved the environment, benefited farmers,

and increased the profits of sugar mills

o Modi Ji had set a target of 20 per cent ethanol blending by 2030,

we will achieve this target by 2025-26

Union Home Minister and Minister of Cooperation Shri Amit Shah attended
the Sugar Industry Symposium and National Efficiency Awards 2022-23
function of NFCSF as the Chief Guest in New Delhi. On this occasion, Shri
Amit Shah presented National Efficiency Awards to cooperative sugar mills in

eight areas of cooperatives.

In his address, Shri Amit Shah said that our country has been a witness to
the cooperative movement and for a long time cooperation has been an

Ethanol production from the sugar industry was 38 crore litres in

In the last 10 years, under the leadership of Modi ji, the country has
made a lot of progress in every field, including sugar production
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integral part of our culture. Several states including Gujarat,
Maharashtra, Tamil Nadu and Karnataka played a leadership
role in this, he added. He said that after independence, the
cooperative movement did not undergo the necessary changes
and due to this it was limited to a few states. Shri Shah said that
Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi took a historic decision and
created a separate Ministry of Cooperation after which a lot of
work has been done in the cooperative sector.

Union Home Minister and Minister of Cooperation said that in
the last 10 years, under the leadership of Prime Minister Shri
Narendra Modi, the country has progressed in every field. He said
that we have been successful in increasing the area of sugarcane
production by about 18 per cent from 5 million hectares in the
year 2013-14 to 6 million hectares, in just 10 years. Sugarcane
production has increased by 40 per cent from 352 million tonnes
in 2013-14 to 491 million tonnes, today. Similarly, yield increased
by 19 per cent and sugar production by 58 per cent. Compared to
zero diversion of sugar for ethanol production in 2013-14, today
a diversion of 4.5 million tonnes of sugar is being allowed for
ethanol production. The sugar industry used to produce 38 crore
litres of ethanol earlier and there was limited use of it, which has
increased to 370 crore litres today. Shri Shah said that the direct
benefit of all this has gone into the pockets of the farmers.

Shri Amit Shah said that a policy decision of the Modi
government on ethanol-blending has reduced the import bill
of petrol, improved the environment, benefited farmers and
increased the profits of sugar mills. He said that the Modi
government has ensured multi-faceted benefits to four sectors
with the important decision of allowing 20 per cent blending.
He said that it is constantly monitored, by the Prime Minister
himself, through the Group of Ministers which reviews and
takes decisions every 3 months and that is why we have been
able to achieve the targets in ethanol blending much before time.

Union Cooperation Minister said that when Biofuel alliance
will create worldwide awareness of benefits of ethanol blending,
the biggest beneficiary will be our sugarcane farmers and
sugar mills. He said the Modi government has promoted
economic development as well as rural empowerment through
cooperatives. We have also worked to achieve energy security,
environmental improvement and sustainable growth of sugar
mills. Shri Shah said that Modi ji has set a target of 20 per cent
ethanol blending by 2030, but we will achieve this target much
before by 2025-26. He said that out of about 5,000 crore litres
of petrol sold, the requirement of ethanol will be one thousand
crore litres.
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Shri Amit Shah said that we should work towards making sugar
mills viable. He said that the government is ready to extend all
possible help to set up multidimensional biofuel production
plants. He said that NAFED will procure 100 per cent maize and
pulses from all farmers at Minimum support price (MSP). He
said that the prosperity of farmers is our goal. Shri Shah said that
for ethanol made from maize and bamboo, the government has
kept the highest rate of 71.86 rupees per litre.

Union Home Minister and Minister of Cooperation said that
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cooperative sugar mills have contributed about 8 per cent of the
ethanol supply in 2022-23, which we have to increase to 25 per
cent. He said that NFCSF has acted as a bridge between the sugar
mills and the government, technology, innovation and market
conditions. He said it is a union of 259 sugar mills and nine state
unions are associated with it, and it has the potential to expand.
Shri Shah said that under the 10-year roadmap, the number of
cooperative sugar mills should be increased by mapping the area
of sugarcane sowing across the country. He said that the goal
should be that all the profits of sugar production should reach
the bank accounts of the farmers.

Shri Amit Shah said that after the formation of the Ministry
of Cooperation, the government has also done a lot for sugar
mills. He said that Prime Minister Modi has given relief to
sugar mills from the tax liability of Rs. 15,000 crores which was
pending for about 20 years. Along with this, cooperative sugar
mills have been brought ‘at par’ with industries and a grant of Rs
1,000 crore has been approved in the loan scheme of National
Cooperatives Development Corporation (NCDC), which will
enable giving away of loans of up to Rs 10,000 crore in the next
3 years. He said that Modi ji has increased the possibilities of
expansion for cooperative sugar mills. Shri Shah said that the
work of reducing GST on molasses from 28 per cent to 5 per
cent has been done by the Modi government. He said that under
a futuristic approach, NAFED, KRIBHCO, IFFCO etc have set a
target that these institutions will also increase their turnover by
25 per cent in the next 2 years.
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Union Cooperation Minister said that we can only move forward
from where we are when we believe in moving forward. He said
that NFCSF should aim to transform all sugar mills under its
ambit into ethanol producing sugar mills, in the next 2 years.
Shri Shah said that we should work on making the federation
dynamic and not be limited to the demand. He said that instead
of a demand-driven federation, a dynamic federation should
be formed and we should work with the goal of prosperity of
sugarcane producing farmers.
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