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Message from the DIRECTOR (MARKETING)
Dear Cooperators, cooperative education and create robust career opportunities for

youth, empowering eight lakh individuals every year with the

It is with great pride that we bring  jowledge and skills to lead India’s cooperative future.

to you the new edition of Krishak

Saarathi, highlighting powerful strides In global news, KRIBHCO participated in the IFA 2025
being taken to elevate India’s cooperative conference, where Shri M. R. Sharma, Managing Director, along
sector to new heights. with other senior officers, represented the organization on a global
platform focused on sustainable agriculture and future-ready food
systems. Their presence reaffirmed KRIBHCO’s commitment
to farmer-centric development through knowledge-sharing and
international collaboration.

This month, we focus on a major review led by Union Home and
Cooperation Minister Shri Amit Shah, where the performance and
future roadmap of NCEL, NCOL, and BBSSL were keenly assessed.
These three national-level cooperative institutions — integral to
Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi’s vision of “Prosperity through ~ As we move ahead, these collective efforts reflect a dynamic,
Cooperation” — are transforming the landscape of exports, organic ~ forward-thinking approach toward realizing a cooperative-led
produce, and seed innovation in India. Strategic targets have been ~ “Viksit Bharat 2047 We are confident this edition will offer
set, including 32 lakh crore in cooperative exports’ expansion of valuable insights and inspire greater participation in this shared
Bharat Organics across major retail platforms, and advanced seed ~ journey of inclusive growth.

solutions for high-yield, climate-resilient agriculture. We thank you for your continued trust and welcome your

Equally significant is the Ministry of Cooperation’s recent suggestions as we work together to strengthen India’s cooperative
collaboration with Swiggy Instamart to bring cooperative dairy ~ movement.

and organic products to online marketplaces, opening up new f\ -
digital avenues for rural producers. This integration of tradition \ -
with technology is yet another step in building a modern, self-

reliant cooperative economy. V. S. R. Prasad

This edition also continues coverage of the landmark Tribhuvan Director (Marketing), KRIBHCO

Sahkari University Bill, now approved by both Houses of
Parliament. This pioneering institution will professionalize
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Trainers Programme, who visited KRIBHCO’s Soil and Seed
! Testing Labs. This exchange further strengthens our commitment
EDI;’II'E‘SOIEK S to educating and empowering agricultural professionals across the
country.

Additionally, we take pride in
celebrating International Labour Day
Dear Readers, with a musical evening in Surat, where

we honoured the dedication of workers
Welcome to the 29% edition of Krishak Saarathi, where we bring through a vibrant celebration.

you the latest insights and updates from the agricultural and
cooperative sectors.

Thank you for your continued support.

We hope you find this edition both
As we transition into the upcoming month, farming practices  informative and inspiring as we work

continue to evolve in response to changing weather patterns and  together toward a more sustainable and
emerging agricultural needs. This month, we continue offering  prosperous agricultural future.
guidance through our Krishi Kary section, providing valuable tips

on soil care, irrigation, pest management, and crop management,

ensuring farmers are well-prepared for the challenges and @ﬁ/_
opportunities of the upcoming Kharif Season.

Weare also pleased to share highlights from recent events, including Dr. Vinod Kumar Tiwari
the enriching study tour by participants of NCCE’s Training of Jt. GM (Marketing & PR) KRIBHCO

Editorial Board ©000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000

Sh. V. S. R. Prasad, Director (Mktg) Sh. Devisht Agarwal, DM (MS) Sh. Mohit, DM (Mktg)
Chairman Member IT and Technical Member-Industry updates

Dr. V. K. Tiwari, Jt. GM (Mktg & PR) Sh. Guruprasad Hiremath, DM (Mktg) Sh. Manoj Reddy, AM (Mktg)
Chief Editor Editing, Design and Circulation Member-Cooperative

Sh. Sharvan Kumar, DGM (Mktg)
Member (FAS)
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Union Home and Cooperation Minister Shri Amit Shah
Reviews Progress of NCEL, NCOL, and BBSSL

New Delhi, 3 May 2025 - Union Home Minister and Minister
of Cooperation Shri Amit Shah chaired a high-level review
meeting in New Delhi to assess the performance and future road
map of three key national cooperative institutions — National
Cooperative Exports Limited (NCEL), National Cooperative
Organics Limited (NCOL), and Bharatiya Beej Sahkari Samiti
Limited (BBSSL) and sets Strategic Targets to Boost Cooperative
Exports, Organic Branding, and Seed Innovation.

These institutions, established in 2023 under the leadership of
Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi, are part of the government’s
“Whole of Government” approach to empower the cooperative
sector through coordinated efforts across ministries and
departments. Present at the meeting were Secretary, Ministry
of Cooperation; senior officials; and the Managing Directors of
NCEL, NCOL, and BBSSL - Shri Anupam Kaushik, Shri Vipul
Mittal, and Shri Chetan Joshi, respectively.

NCEL: Strengthening India’s Cooperative Exports

Shri Amit Shah directed NCEL to explore fresh export
opportunities for sugar, aromatic rice from Tripura, organic
cotton, and coarse grains. He also encouraged the organization to
partner with major companies for exporting fresh vegetables to
Gulf countries and special potato varieties.

Target of X2 lakh crore in exports was
set for NCEL, along with instructions to
identify three new, untapped products
for international markets. The Minister
stressed routing all cooperative exports
through NCEL, enabling an estimated
320,000-30,000 crore in returns to
cooperatives.

Key milestones achieved by NCEL in its first year (FY 2024-25)
include:

o Membership of over 10,000 cooperative institutions
o Turnover of ¥4,283 crore and a net profit of I122 crore

» Export to 28 countries including rice, shrimp, spices, cereals,
wheat, and fruits

o Strategic MoUs with 61 importers from Senegal, Indonesia,
and Nepal

Shri Shah further recommended opening NCEL offices in Africa
and Myanmar for pulse imports and launching a dedicated website
to connect cooperatives with global demand.

NCOL: Expanding Bharat Organics Brand

Commending NCOL: strides, Shri Amit Shah noted that Bharat
Organics products are now being supplied to major platforms
such as Amul and Bigbasket, and will soon be available in
Reliance stores across India. The brand currently retails 22
organic products - including cereals,
pulses, spices, and sweets — in the Delhi-
NCR region, with expansion planned in
major metros.

Key highlights for NCOL:

o Target set: T300 crore turnover for FY
2025-26

o Over 7,000 cooperatives on boarded
1,200+ metric tonnes procured from 2,000+ farmers

o Current turnover: ¥10.26 crore

o Unique feature: Every product batch is pesticide-tested with
QR-code-based transparency, ensuring authenticity and
consumer trust

The Minister also advised forming state-level groups of certified
organic farmers and integrating them for broader outreach and

supply
BBSSL: Strengthening India's Seed Ecosystem

Highlighting BBSSL's critical role, Shri Amit Shah emphasized
the need to:

o Establish tissue culture facilities to provide high-genetic-
potential banana plants in top 10 producing states

« Focus on sugarcane varieties with high
sugar content and low water needs

o Promote development of short-maturity,
high-yield crops like pigeon pea, black
gram, and maize

o Encourage seed  production for
processing varieties, especially potatoes
for French fries.

The BBSSL Centre in Kalol, Gujarat, will be a hub for such
innovations. Additionally, BBSSL was urged to develop Lachka
fodder seeds for sale through NDDB and Amul networks.

The Minister concluded by reiterating the government’s
commitment to bolstering agricultural cooperatives through
quality inputs, institutional support, and technological
innovation, firmly anchored in Prime Minister Modi’s vision of
“Prosperity through Cooperation™.
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The Ministry of Cooperation has taken a major step toward
enhancing the market reach of cooperative products by signing a
Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) with Swiggy Instamart
to onboard cooperative dairy, organic, and other products onto
its e-commerce and quick commerce platforms.

The MoU was signed in New Delhi on 25 April 2025
between Shri Amitesh Jha, CEO of Swiggy Instamart, and
Shri D.K. Verma, Joint Secretary, Ministry of Cooperation.
Dr. Ashish Kumar Bhutani, Secretary, Ministry of Cooperation,
was present on the occasion.

This partnership aims to empower cooperative societies by
providing them access to new-age customers through digital
technology, thereby expanding their digital footprint. Notably,
products under the Bharat Organics brand and other cooperative
dairy items will now be available to a wider consumer base via
Swiggy’s online platforms.

Swiggy will collaborate with the Ministry to assist cooperative
brands in areas such as marketing, consumer engagement,
promotion, capacity building, and digital technology integration.
A dedicated “Cooperative” category will be created on Swiggy’s
app, focusing on organic food, dairy, millets, handicrafts, and
other cooperative-backed products.

Under the leadership of Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi
and the guidance of Union Home and Cooperation Minister
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Cooperative Ministry Signs MoU with
Swiggy Instamart to Bring Cooperative
Dairy and Organic Products Online

Shri Amit Shah, the
Ministry of Cooperation
has launched over 60 key
initiatives to strengthen
India’s cooperative sector.
This collaboration is a
significant move in that
direction, especially in
offering market access to cooperative products across the
country.

In alignment with the United Nations’ declaration of 2025 as the
International Year of Cooperatives, Swiggy and the Ministry will
also undertake nationwide awareness campaigns to promote the
cooperative movement and its benefits.

Earlier, on 24 April 2025, Dr. Bhutani inaugurated a state-of-the-
art packaging unit of National Cooperative Organics Limited
(NCOL) in Noida, Uttar Pradesh. The facility is dedicated to
hygienic, high-quality packaging of pulses and other organic
products.

This MoU marks a significant step in connecting traditional
cooperative producers with modern digital consumers, paving
the way for a more inclusive and tech-enabled cooperative
economy.
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The Seven Principles That Guide
Cooperatives Worldwide

Cooperatives are distinct from other business models
due to their strong foundation in shared values and
democratic processes. Their functioning is guided by
seven internationally recognized principles, which
translate cooperative values into practice and ensure

that members remain at the heart of every decision.

Here is an overview of these key principles:

1. Voluntary and Open Membership

Cooperatives are voluntary organizations, open to all individuals
who are able to use their services and willing to accept the
responsibilities of membership, regardless of gender, social
background, race, political beliefs, or religion.

2. Democratic Member Control

They are democratic organizations controlled by their members.
In primary cooperatives, each member has one vote, ensuring
equal participation in policy-making and decision processes.

3. Member Economic Participation

Members contribute equitably to, and democratically control,
the capital of their cooperative. A portion of the surplus is
often reinvested for the development of the cooperative and its
services, while also benefitting members proportionately to their
use of the cooperative.

4. Autonomy and Independence

Cooperatives are autonomous, self-governing entities. Even
when Oentering into agreements with other organizations or
raising external capital, they ensure that democratic control and
independence are preserved.

5. Education, Training, and Information

They provide education and training to members, elected
representatives, managers, and employees to enhance their
effectiveness. Additionally, they promote awareness about the
cooperative model among the public, especially youth and
opinion leaders.

6. Cooperation among Cooperatives

By working together at local, national, regional, and international
levels, cooperatives strengthen the overall movement and
provide greater value to their members.

7. Concern for Community

Cooperatives work for the sustainable development of their
communities, implementing policies approved by their members
to support long-term social and environmental well-being.

These principles are not merely theoretical—they form
the operational and ethical framework that distinguishes
cooperatives globally.
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KRIBHCO Joins
Global Dialogue on

Sustainable Agriculture
at IFA 2025

The International Fertilizer Association (IFA) 2025
conference is a global platform where industry leaders

unite to rethink the future of agriculture —focusing on %O
responsible production practices, fertilizer policies and

building food systems that are resilient, inclusive, and

future-ready.

KRIBHCO is proud to contribute to this global

vision. Representing the organization at the event are " NODRAL
Shri M. R. Sharma, Managing Director, Shri S. S. Yadav,

Director (HR), and Shri L. P. Goodwin, Joint General S Platts
Manager (Marketing). Their participation underscores ONESIA
KRIBHCO’s ongoing commitment to sustainable growth

and farmer prosperity.

S&P Global

‘ey cards Destination partner

ITAFQYS

With a strong focus on knowledge-sharing and
international cooperation, KRIBHCO aims to support
the development of farming models that are not only
productive but also environmentally conscious and
economically viable. Through meaningful engagement at
IFA 2025, KRIBHCO continues to champion innovation
and collaboration in agriculture - ensuring that farmers
remain at the heart of global sustainability efforts.

Participants from NCCE’s Training
of Trainers Programme Visit
KRIBHCO for Study Tour

KRIBHCO had the privilege of welcoming participants from the National
Centre for Cooperative Education (NCCE) as part of their Training of Trainers
Programme during a special study visit.

As part of their learning experience, the participants toured KRIBHCO’s Soil
Testing Lab and Seed Testing Lab, where they interacted with experts and gained
first-hand knowledge about scientific practices in agriculture. Dr. Rakesh Kumar,
Deputy General Manager (Marketing), along with other senior officials, engaged
with the participants and shared valuable insights into cooperative operations and
field experiences.

This study visit served as a meaningful exchange, reinforcing KRIBHCO’s
commitment to strengthening cooperative education and supporting the
professional development of trainers from across the country.
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KRIBHCO’s Nationwide Soil Testing Campaign

KRIBHCO’s nationwide soil testing drive is helping
farmers boost productivity and protect their land for future generations.
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KRISHAK BHARATI COOPERATIVE LIMITED
FWH! e, T-10, FFeX-1, Arwer - 201301, Fen Mawgg TR (3.9.)
KRIBHCO Bhawan, A-10, Sector-1, NOIDA - 201301, District Gautam Budh Nagar (U.P.)
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