Issue 4 - April / 3T9eT 2023

;! E Monthly Newsletter of
BHARATI COOPERATIVE LIMITED

JALD CROI

—_——

An added advantage
for the summer farming




rations Director's Message
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I am happy to know that the Monthly Newsletter of KRIBHCO "Krishak Saarathi" has been a
good source to disseminate information to one and all.

We have successfully completed the Financial Year 2022-23 and the Production and Operations
have been quite smooth with efforts of everyone.

I am delighted to know that the current issue of Newsletter would be themed on the Zaid
Crops. This short season crop provide farmers with a steady source of income and bridge the
"gap" between the Rabi and Kharif seasons.

This newsletter will be a great medium for sharing success stories of Farmers and Cooperatives
and it will help in enhancing the knowledge base of our farmers and rural folks.

I wish a grand success to the editorial team of Krishak Saarathi.

Kb

M R Sharma
Operations Director

Editorial

I am happy in bringing out the Fourth Issue of our monthly newsletter “KRIBHCO Saarathi”
to you.

The theme of the Current issue is focused on Zaid Crops. Most of the People are aware of
Kharif and Rabi Crops while another less known short season crop is Zaid Crop. Though
they are short seasoned crops but they hold an immense potential in terms of variety of
benefits they provide. Zaid Crops in addition to raising cropping intensity and enhancing
land utilization, Zaid crops also increase farmers' income. Less than 2% of the land is planted
during the Zaid season, compared to 107 million hectares during the Kharif season, which is
mostly used for the sowing of pulses. Pulses sown in the summer rejuvenate the soil and boost

farmer income in addition to cereals grown in the summer, which provide food security. A
variety of fodders are grown over the summer to feed cattle. Summertime farming of Zaid crops such as fruits,
vegetables, and oilseeds not only increases nutrient security but also saves money.

I hope that this issue turns out to be quite informative and educative for everyone.

With active support from all the contributors the 3 issues of Monthly Newsletter has been successfully published.
As we continue with our efforts to bring out better content we seek your feedback for further improvements in the

Monthly newsletter.

Dr. V K Tiwari
Dy. GM (Mktg)

i Editorial Board ~

Sh. V S R Prasad, ‘ Dr. VK Tiwari, = Sh. Sharvan Kumar, Sh. Ram Niwas, Sh. Devisht Agrawal,
Mktg. Director DGM (Mktg) CM (Mktg) DM (Hindi) DM (MS)
Chairman Chief Editor Member — FAS Member - Hindi Member — IT and Technical
Sh. Nitesh Kumar Mishra, Sh. Raj Babu Kumar, Sh. Rishav Arora, AM (MS)
AM (Mktg) AM (Mktg) Member - Current Affairs

Editing, Design and Circulation Member - Agriculture News Updates
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Bfief Profile of

Sh. Manish Kumar,
Finance Director, KRIBHCO

Shri Manish Kumar joined KRIBHCO as Finance
Director in the last week of November 2022.
Raised inamiddle class family in Bihar,he imbibed
work ethics from his family. He studied up to 12
standard in Bihar until 1984. Thereafter to pursue
his higher education in Civil Engineering, he
joined IIT, Delhi in 1984 and passed out in 1988.

After completion of Engineering, Shri Manish

Kumar joined a dam construction company and worked in Himachal
Pradesh for three years. In 1993, he was selected in Central Civil Services
and joined as Indian Audit and Accounts Services (IA&AS) Officer.
During his initial career, he was involved in Government Auditing
and Compilation of Government Accounts before joining Ministry of
Finance, Govt.of India as Deputy Director from 2003 to 2007. In 2007,
he joined UNDP in Kabul, Afghanistan on deputation and then in 2008
he joined World Bank in Public Financial Management Reform Project
in Kabul, Afghanistan.

After coming back from deputation, he was posted as Accountant
General of Jammu & Kashmir for two years and then Principal Director

of Public Accounts Committee, Parliament in the Headquarter of CAG
Office.

He also worked as Director General in the Office of Audit for Scientific
Department and Environment Ministry. Later on, he was posted as
Director General of International Training Centre for Sustainable
Development in Jaipur. Before joining KRIBHCO he was posted at
the Headquarter of CAG Office as Director General of Government
Accounts.

Shri Manish Kumar is a simple and straight forward person.
He is fond of music and sports.
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ZERO BUDGET NATURAL FARMING

“Teee Wit @ 98 Teg 1fas SR 2, 9t § g9R < % 80 ufoerd B¢ fham | &t B fohem, feh are 2 7R @ wE g 2|
T T srferenier foReT o1 bl @, Hiteher BTSSR W 2T 21 SR Gt Wiehfash @t I Wb G af Ikt feufa it seew Bty

-Prime Minister Narendra Modi (December 16, 2021)

Zero Budget Natural Farming (ZBNF) is a set of farming methods that involve zero credit for agriculture
and no use of chemical fertilizers. ZBNF is a natural farming technique pioneered by Subash Palekar, a Maharashtra-
based agriculturist. The word ‘budget’ refers to credit and expenses, thus the phrase 'Zero Budget' means without using
any credit, and without spending any money on purchased inputs. 'Natural farming' means farming with Nature and

without chemicals.

. 'No external mputs

. Soil to be covered W|th crops 365 days (Living Root)
. Minimal disturbance of Soil

. Bio stimulants as necessary catalysts

. Use indigenous seed

. Mixed cropping

BENEFITS

. A large number
L) i of farmers found
3 themselves in a
debt trap after
liberalization  so
to pull them out
of debt trap. Seeds
and other farming
| equipment are not
o M } i accessible to the
‘ " marginal farmers
and Conventional
farming is becoming a costly affair. Zero farm budgeting will
cut down the operational cost and increase the resilience of the
cropping ecosystems.

Bijamrita

Government’s Efforts in Promoting Zero Budget Natural
Farming

For promotion of organic farming Government has been
implementing dedicated schemes namely Paramparagat Krishi
Vikas Yojana (PKVY) and Mission Organic Value Chain
Development for North Eastern Region (MOVCDNER) in the
country since 2015-16. Both the schemes stress on end-to-end
support to organic farmers i.e., from production to processing,
certification and marketing and post-harvest management
support including processing. PKVY is being implemented
in all the States across the country excepting NE States.
MOVCDNER scheme is implemented only in NE States.

Under PKVY, farmers are provided financial assistance of Rs
50000/ha for 3 years out of which, Rs 31000/ ha / 3 years is
provided directly to farmers through DBT for on-farm and
off-farm organic inputs. Financial assistance of Rs 20 lakh/
cluster of 1000 ha for 3 years is provided for value addition and
infrastructure creation.

Under MOVCDNER, an assistance of Rs. 46,575/ha for 3years
is provided for creation of FPO, support to farmers for organic
inputs, quality seeds/ planting material and training, hand
holding and certification. Need based assistance is provided for
post-harvest infrastructure and value addition up to maximum

8 Water.and moisture conservation

9. Integrate animals in to farming

10. Increase organic residues on the soil

11. Pest-management through botanical extracts
12. No synthetic fertilizers, pesticides, herbicides

OF ZBNF

limit of Rs 600 lakh for integrated processing unit, Rs 37.50 lakh
for integrated pack house, Rs 18.75 lakh each for refrigerated
vehicle and cold store components, Rs 10.0 lakh for collection,
aggregation, grading and custom hiring centre and Rs 6.0 lakh
for four-wheeler/transportation.

Indian Council of Agriculture (ICAR) through Indian Institute
of Farming Systems Research at Modipuram operates a research
scheme of All India Network Programme on Organic Farming
(AINP-OF) in 20 cooperating centers covering 16 States to
develop package of practices for organic production of crops
in cropping and farming systems perspective. The scheme
involves 11 State Agricultural Universities, 8 ICAR institutes/
centers and 1 special heritage University.

ICAR has developed organic farming packages for 68 cropping
systems suitable to 16 States. A total of 104 crop varieties are
identified that are suitable for organic farming. In addition,
ICAR also developed 64 prototype Integrated Farming System
(IFS) models suitable to 26 states/Union Territories having
potential to increase income by 3-5 times. Evaluation of natural
farming in 8 major cropping systems are also in progress through
AINP-OF centres. Multi-
disciplinary team of

scientist are involved in 2o " 2
research,  need-based Privaized
training to farmers and 1 WHAT i

. Neoliberalization LED TO
extensions agents and of the Indian -
giving technical support il ZEBO

to State agencies for
promotion of organic
farming. Scientists in

Krishi Vigyan Kendra = i
(KVK) organize regular 4 ), ofcrops
training programs to
farmers and extension
personnel on organic
agriculture  including
production and use of
organic inputs.

BUDGET

High cost &

Farmers get

o trapped in vicious
ycle of debt
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Dr. Chandra Pal Singh, President ICA-AP and Chairman, KRIBHCO attended the
3 Days Nepali Cooperative Conference, held at Kathmandu, Nepal (April 2023)
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