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KRIBHCO

Cooperative and beyond...

DIRECTOR’S MESSAGE

Dear Readers,

It gives me immense pleasure to present this 44" edition of Krishak Saarathi, featuring important developments
reflecting the continued transformation of India’s agricultural and cooperative landscape.

The initiatives highlighted in the Ministry section demonstrate the growing momentum towards “Sahkar Se
Samriddhi”, with cooperatives emerging as strong instruments of farmer empowerment, rural development and
inclusive growth. From strengthening dairy cooperatives and cooperative banking to expanding cooperative
ownership into new sectors, these efforts underline the potential of collective enterprise.

The progress in agriculture is equally encouraging, with emphasis on science-led, climate-resilient and farmer-
centric agriculture, stronger value chains and improved market linkages. Initiatives in crop research and the

Totapuri mango value chain demonstrate how innovation, technology and collaboration can create greater
opportunities for farmers.

The focus on agricultural education and youth is another important dimension, with scholarships, practical training,

research and entrepreneurship helping nurture the next generation of agricultural professionals and innovators. e
Together, these initiatives reflect the vision of a prosperous farmer, a strong cooperative movement and a modern, Manish Kumar
self-reliant agricultural sector. As a farmer-centric cooperative institution, KRIBHCO remains committed to Director (Mktg.), KRIBHCO
contributing to this journey through quality agricultural inputs, knowledge, innovation and extension services.

I am confident that Krishak Saarathi will continue to serve as a meaningful platform for sharing such developments

and strengthening awareness across the agricultural and cooperative community.

EDITOR’S MESSAGE

Dear Readers,

It gives me immense pleasure to present this edition of Krishak Saarathi, bringing together the latest developments,
achievements and initiatives from the KRIBHCO family.

This edition reflects KRIBHCO’s continued efforts to strengthen its presence and engagement with farmers and
cooperatives. From expanding our marketing network and fostering cooperation to participating in the national dialogue on
green urea, these initiatives reaffirm our commitment to innovation and sustainable growth.

h
Our community welfare initiatives, the celebration of the 80' Independence Day and the recognition received at the
National Sustainable Agriculture Summit 2026 showcase the values of social responsibility, nation-building and excellence
that remain integral to KRIBHCO’s journey.

The National Farmers and Cooperative Conference in Uttarakhand, with participation from more than 800 farmers, further
highlights our focus on knowledge sharing, scientific farming, agricultural innovation and sustainable development.

Through Krishak Saarathi, we endeavour to bring these stories closer to our readers and highlight KRIBHCO’s ongoing
journey of cooperation, innovation and service to the farming community.

EDITORIAL BOARD
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Chairman Member (FAS) Editing, Design and Circulation
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Sh. Shalender Singh, DGM (Mktg. & PR) $h. Devisht Agarwal, M (MS) Sh. Mohit, DM (Mktg.)
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MINISTRY OF COOPERATION NEWS

Amul Bengal Dairy Project: A New Milestone in

Cooperative Dairy Development

Advancing the vision of “Sahkar Se Samriddhi” and the goal of
“White Revolution 2.0”, Hon’ble Union Home and Cooperation
Minister Shri Amit Shah performed the Bhoomi Pujan for the
world’s largest curd manufacturing plant under the Amul Bengal
Dairy Project at the New Town Convention Centre in Kolkata on 19"
July 2026. The landmark initiative is set to strengthen West Bengal's
dairy cooperative sector and create new opportunities for farmers,
milk producers and livestock rearers.

In its first phase, the project will process around 10 lakh litres of milk
daily, benefiting approximately 1.20 lakh small milk producers and
livestock rearers. Amul is establishing the facility at Howrah Food
Park with an investment of around X700 crore. Once fully
operational, it will process nearly 30 lakh litres of milk per day and
produce around 1,000 metric tonnes of curd and other cultured
dairy products daily, making it the world’s largest curd
manufacturing plant.

The facility will also produce packaged and UHT milk, Ice Cream,
Paneer, Ghee, Sweets and Flavoured Milk, Strengthening Milk
processing, Value Addition, Cold-Chain and Marketing
Infrastructure in West Bengal.

The cooperative model remains at the heart of the initiative. Shri
Amit Shah highlighted that approximately 87 out of every 2100
spent on an Amul product goes directly to farmers and livestock
rearers. With 36 lakh women associated with Amul and over 18,600
rural dairy cooperative societies, the project reflects the economic
potential of producer-centric cooperation.

The project has been facilitated through 30 acres of land provided
free of cost to the Amul Federation and is expected to create stronger
market opportunities for around 2.5 lakh livestock rearers. To
improve dairy productivity, the Government of India will also
establish an animal breed improvement centre and a Sex-Sorted
Semen facility in West Bengal.

The wider cooperative development agenda includes 10 new
cooperative warehouses, warehouses with a combined capacity of
1,400 metric tonnes, and complete computerisation of the Registrar
of Cooperative Societies’ office. The Ministry of Cooperation is also
working to ensure that the benefits of more than 70 farmer-welfare
schemes reach farmers in West Bengal within six months.

WB-eRCS 3= godfidher gide & W= IZEA

Over the next 15 years, efforts are envisaged to ensure that every
livestock-rearing household has at least two milch animals,
supported by dairy cooperative procurement and improved breeds
capable of delivering at least 25 per cent higher milk yields.

The Amul Bengal Dairy Project is therefore more than a major
processing facility. By strengthening procurement, processing,
value addition, market linkages and dairy infrastructure, it is
expected to enhance farmers’ incomes, generate employment and
strengthen West Bengal's rural economy.

The Bhoomi Pujan marks a significant milestone in the State’s
cooperative journey and, rooted in the spirit of “Sahkar Se
Samriddhi”, is poised to empower farmers and livestock
rearers while contributing to a new chapter of the White
Revolution in West Bengal.
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Urban Cooperative Banks Set for a Digital and
Secure Transformation under ‘Sahkar Se Samriddhi’

Hon’ble Union Home and Cooperation Minister Shri Amit Shah
inaugurated the new premises of the National Urban Cooperative
Finance and Development Corporation (NUCFDC) in Mumbai and
addressed the ‘Sahkar Nav-Kranti’ programme, marking a
significant step towards modernising and strengthening the Urban
Cooperative Banking sector.

The programme advanced the vision of ‘Sahkar Se Samriddhi’ and
focused on building a modern, transparent, secure and competitive
ecosystem for Urban Cooperative Banks (UCBs). The Security
Operations Centre (SOC) for UCBs and core banking and allied
services under a nationwide service bundle were launched. An Mol
between NUCFDC and the National Forensic Sciences University
(NFSU) was also exchanged to strengthen cybersecurity and digital
forensics.

Shri Amit Shah highlighted that the long-awaited Umbrella
Organisation for UCBs has now become a reality with RBI
recognition, adequate capital and its own office. NUCFDC will
provide UCBs with technical and institutional support, assistance in
meeting RBI compliance requirements, modern technology.
employee training and essential software such as ‘MuleHunter’.

A key initiative, ‘Bank in a Box’, will provide core banking, digital
payments, cloud services, regulatory compliance and other modern
facilities through an integrated platform. This will enable even small
and single-branch cooperative banks to offer world-class banking

services at affordable costs.
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The newly launched SOC will provide round-the-clock cyber
monitoring and security support, while the NUCFDC-NFSU
collaboration will strengthen cybersecurity, digital forensics,
training and research for cooperative banks.

Shri Amit Shah highlighted the role of UCBs in promoting self-
employment and inclusive growth. Nearly 36 lakh crore is deposited
in around 1,400 UCBs across the country, supporting small traders,
entrepreneurs, MSMEs, women’s Self-Help Groups and other
sections of society.

He emphasised that cooperation transforms the small contributions
of many people into strong economic institutions, citing successful
examples such as Amul, IFFCO, KRIBHCO and Lijjat Papad.

The initiative marks an important milestone in cooperative banking
transformation, enabling UCBs to adopt modern technology,
strengthen cybersecurity, improve compliance and compete
effectively, while contributing to financial inclusion, employment
generation and the broader vision of “Sahkar Se Samriddhi’.
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Cooperative and beyond...
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ICAR’s 98" Foundation Day: Advancing Science-Led
Agriculture for Viksit Bharat 2047

The Indian Council of Agricultural
Research (ICAR) celebrated its 98"
Foundation Day in New Delhi, reaffirming
its commitment to science-led, climate-
resilient and farmer-centric agriculture
towards Viksit Bharat 2047. During the
past year, ICAR developed 386 improved
varieties across 44 crops, including 94%
climate-resilient and 29 biofortified
varieties, strengthening India’s journey
towards sustainable and self-reliant
agriculture.

The occasion was graced by Hon’ble Union
Minister for Agriculture & Farmers’ Welfare
and Rural Development Shri Shivraj Singh
Chouhan as Chief Guest, along with Hon’ble
Union Minister for Fisheries, Animal
Husbandry & Dairying and Panchayati Raj
Shri Rajiv Ranjan Singh; Hon’ble Minister of
State for Fisheries, Animal Husbandry &
Dairying and Panchayati Raj Prof. S. P. Singh
Baghel; and Hon’ble Ministers of State for
Agriculture & Farmers’ Welfare Shri Bhagirath
Choudhary and Shri Ram Nath Thakur.

Addressing the gathering, Shri Shivraj Singh Chouhan described ICAR as a trailblazer of India’s agricultural transformation and emphasised
the partnership between farmers and scientists, stating, “Farmers are the soul of agriculture, while scientists are its brain.” He stressed
demand-driven research, climate-resilient agriculture and faster dissemination of innovations to farmers.

During 2025-26, ICAR’s technologies reached nearly one crore farmers directly and more than five crore through media and social media.
Agricultural research contributed an estimated 55,000 crore to the additional economic value generated through increased production in
Crops, Horticulture, Livestock and Fisheries.

The Foundation Day witnessed the release of 43 improved crop varieties, 17 advanced agricultural technologies and 14 publications, including
climate-resilientrice varieties, Basmati rice technologies, an indigenous A frican Swine Fever vaccine and a Digital Swine Disease Atlas. More than 70
MoUs and technology licensing agreements were also signed to accelerate technology transfer and commercialisation.

Presenting a roadmap for “Viksit Krishi and Samruddh Kisan’, Shri Shivraj Singh Chouhan announced initiatives including 100 Climate Smart
Villages, reaching 100 million farmers with ICAR technologies, ‘One Institute-One Grand Innovation’ and ‘Mission ICAR-100’. He also proposed an
ICAR Open Digital Knowledge Platform to provide scientific advisories and technologies directly to farmers through mobile phones.

Other dignitaries emphasised strengthening the KVK
network, promoting natural and climate-resilient
farming, advancing technologies in animal husbandry
and fisheries, and driving innovation for rural
prosperity. The occasion also marked the regularisation
of services of more than 150 temporary daily-wage

workers. The 98" Foundation Day reaffrmed ICAR’s
commitment to scientific innovation, climate resilience,
technology transfer and farmer-centric research, further
advancing the vision of Viksit Krishi, Samruddh Kisan,
Viksit Bharat 2047 and Atmanirbhar Bharat.
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Empowering Agriculture Students Through
Scholarships, Skills and Innovation

Hon'ble Union Minister for Agriculture & Farmers' Welfare and
Rural Development Shri Shivraj Singh Chouhan launched the
National Scholarship Portal (NSP) for agriculture students at ICAR-
IARI, Pusa, marking an important step towards strengthening
agricultural education and ensuring timely financial support for
students across the country.

Under the initiative, more than 6,000 agriculture students received
%21.35 crore in scholarship and fellowship funds through the Direct
Benefit Transfer (DBT) mechanism. Going forward, scholarships
will be transferred directly to students every month, ensuring a
transparent, seamless and timely system of financial assistance.

Addressing the gathering, Hon'ble Union Minister for Agriculture &
Farmers' Welfare and Rural Development Shri Shivraj Singh
Chouhan emphasised that scholarships are not merely financial
assistance but an important means of supporting quality agricultural
education and creating greater opportunities for young people. He
highlighted the importance of ensuring that examinations,
admissions and payments are completed on time, enabling students
to pursue their education without unnecessary delays.

The Hon'ble Minister also stressed the importance of practical
training in agricultural education, noting that meaningful
competence in agriculture is developed not only through classroom
learning but also through hands-on experience in fields and with
farmers. He encouraged students to contribute to agriculture through
innovation, startups, research and entrepreneurship, rather than
limiting their aspirations to employment alone.

Highlighting the importance of scientific research and farmers'
efforts, Shri Chouhan said that the combined contribution of fields,
farmers and science is essential for strengthening India's food
security, nutritional security and farmers' income security. He also

appreciated the contribution of ICAR scientists towards advancing
agricultural research and innovation.

The NSP-DBT initiative is expected to make scholarship
distribution more efficient, transparent and student-centric, allowing
agriculture students to focus more effectively on their education and
professional development. The Hon'ble Minister further emphasised
the need to integrate agricultural education with modern technology,
practical training and industry orientation to prepare students for the
evolving needs of the agriculture sector.

On the occasion of Hariyali Amavasya, Hon'ble Union Minister Shri
Shivraj Singh Chouhan also appealed to agriculture students across
ICAR institutions to participate in plantation drives, highlighting the
importance of environmental responsibility and sustainable
agricultural development.

Hon'ble Minister of State for Agriculture & Farmers' Welfare Shri
Bhagirath Choudhary, ICAR Director General Dr. M. L. Jat, ICAR
Secretary Shri Gyanendra Tripathi, DDG Dr. Yashpal Singh Malik
and IARI Director Dr. C. Srinivasa Rao were present at the
programme, along with senior officials, scientists and students.
Thousands of agriculture students also participated virtually.

The launch of the National Scholarship Portal represents an
important step towards strengthening agricultural education,
empowering young talent and nurturing the next generation of
farmers, scientists, entrepreneurs and agricultural professionals,
contributing to the larger vision of a prosperous and self-reliant
agricultural sector.
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KRIBHCO Strengthens Its Marketing Network with

New Office Premises in Karnataka

The foundation stone for the new premises of the KRIBHCO Karnataka State Marketing Office at Bengaluru was laid by
Shri V. Sudhakar Chowdary, Chairman, KRIBHCO, in the gracious presence of Shri Rajendra Rajanna, Hon’ble MLC, Government of
Karnataka and Director, KRIBHCO.

The ceremony was also attended by Shri L. P. Goodwin, General Manager (South Zone — Marketing), KRIBHCO, and Shri Srinivasa Babu
M., State Marketing Manager (Karnataka), KRIBHCO.

The new premises will further enhance KRIBHCO’s operational capabilities and strengthen its marketing network across Karnataka. The
initiative reflects KRIBHCO’s continued commitment to expanding its reach and strengthening its engagement with farmers and cooperative
institutions, thereby contributing to the cooperative movement and the vision of “Sahkar Se Samriddhi.”
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Sahakar Taxi Cooperative Limited COO Visits
KRIBHCO Bhawan

Shri Vivek Pandey, Chief Operating Officer (COO), Sahakar Taxi Cooperative Limited, paid a courtesy visit to Shri S. S. Yadav, Managing
Director, and Shri R. Venkataramanan, Director (Finance) — Additional Charge, KRIBHCO, at KRIBHCO Bhawan, Noida. The meetings
provided an opportunity for meaningful discussions and exchange of views on strengthening the cooperative ecosystem and exploring
avenues for greater collaboration among cooperative institutions. The interaction also reflected the shared commitment towards advancing
the cooperative movement and creating new opportunities for cooperative-led growth. The discussions reaffrmed the collective vision of
“Sahkar Se Samriddhi”, emphasising the role of cooperation, collaboration and mutual support in building a stronger and more inclusive
cooperative ecosystem. Such interactions contribute to fostering meaningful partnerships and furthering the spirit of cooperation for the
benefit of members, communities and the wider cooperative sector.
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KRIBHCO Contributes to National Dialogue on Green
Urea and Sustainable Fertiliser Production

Shri Ravi Kumar Chopra, Managing Director, KRIBHCO Fertilizer
Limited (KFL), along with Shri C. S. Azad, Executive Director
(Technical), KRIBHCO, participated in the High-Level Roundtable
on Green Urea Capacity Development in India, organised by
iFOREST.

The roundtable brought together policymakers, industry leaders and
senior representatives from the fertiliser, energy and allied sectors to
deliberate on strategies for advancing India’s green urea ecosystem
through diversified technology pathways, including green hydrogen,
green ammonia and carbon capture, along with greater policy
convergence.

The discussions focused on strengthening the country’s fertiliser
security, accelerating the transition towards clean energy and
supporting long-term decarbonisation objectives through
sustainable and innovative fertiliser production.

KRIBHCO’s participation underscored its continued commitment to
supporting sustainable agricultural development, technological
innovation and the adoption of environmentally responsible
solutions in the fertiliser sector.
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Mega Krishak Sangoshthi on KRIBHCO Rhizosuper
Organised in Nadiad

KRIBHCO, in association with Novonesis, successfully organised a Mega
Krishak Sangoshthi on KRIBHCO Rhizosuper at BAPS Shri Swaminarayan
Mandir, Nadiad, Gujarat. Shri Bipinbhai Patel, Director, KRIBHCO, was
welcomed by Dr. Pradeep Kumar, General Manager (Marketing) — West Zone,
KRIBHCO.

The event was graced by Shri Tejasbhai Patel, Chairman, KDCC Bank; Shri
Manojbhai Patel and Shri Maheshbhai P. Patel, Directors, GUICOMASOL;
Mr. Nicolai Neesgard, Head of Plant Business, Novonesis; Mr. Sanmugam
Samanthan, Commercial Head — Agriculture, MEIA, Novonesis; Shri
Dushyant Kumar Singh, Deputy General Manager, KRIBHCO; Shri S. B.
Pandya, State Marketing Manager, KRIBHCO Gujarat; along with other
senior officials from KRIBHCO and Novonesis.

The conference highlighted the benefits of KRIBHCO Rhizosuper in
promoting stronger root development, healthier crops and improved
agricultural productivity. Expert sessions covered the prevailing fertiliser
scenario, the cooperative movement, Integrated Nutrient Management
(INM), organic farming and sustainable crop nutrition. A product presentation
further highlighted the role of KRIBHCO Rhizosuper in supporting
sustainable agricultural practices.

The event witnessed participation from representatives of more than 700
cooperative societies, along with retailers, dealers and farmers, reflecting the
growing interest in innovative and sustainable crop nutrition solutions. The
initiative reaffirmed KRIBHCO and Novonesis’ shared commitment to
empowering farmers through scientific innovation, sustainable crop nutrition
and improved agricultural practices

KRIBHCO Organises National Farmers and Cooperative
Conference 2026 in Uttarakhand

KRIBHCO organised the National Farmers and Cooperative Conference 2026 on 10
August 2026 at Shahnai Vatika, Gadarpur, Uttarakhand, on the theme “Cooperation,
Agricultural Innovation and Scientific Farming for a Prosperous Agricultural Future.”

The conference brought together farmers, cooperative stakeholders and agricultural
representatives to promote scientific farming practices, strengthen cooperative values and
encourage sustainable agricultural development.

The event was presided over by Smt. Shilpi Arora, Hon’ble Director, KRIBHCO, and
graced by Shri Tilak Raj Behar, Hon’ble MLA, Kichha; Shri Arvind Pandey, Hon’ble
MLA, Gadarpur; and Shri Aadesh Singh Chauhan, Hon’ble MLA, Jaspur. Representing
KRIBHCO, Dr. Tejinder Singh, General Manager (Marketing) — East Zone; Shri Shalender
Singh, DGM (Marketing & PR); and Shri Jaber Singh, State Marketing Manager,
Uttarakhand, along with other officials, contributed to the successful conduct of the
conference.

With the participation of more than 800 farmers, the conference served as a valuable
platform for knowledge sharing and discussion on agricultural innovation, scientific
farming and sustainable development. The initiative reaffirmed KRIBHCO’s commitment
to empowering farmers and strengthening the cooperative ecosystem through knowledge.

innovation and scientific agricultural practices. /-.\
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