Issue 8 - August / 377 - 2023

AU1AL

Monthly Newsletter of
KRISHAK BHARATI COOPERATIVE LIMITED

' : -
. » o
\_,/k (
. " ! =

L \ Mol 5

S I 'i ] | i
n ? 4 " @ ¥
I\ aiter vt o= il
L}

KRIBHCO

T Mzl FranazRa @

| aisil b )

e :.M‘]JQ
L} 4 .'(-_'_‘ ﬂ
| Ny
L "Y' /e,
QS %
gt ¥ 08

o oe

AN ESTEEMED VISIT:

Our Hon'ble Union Minister for Home and Cooperation Shri Amit Shah graces KRIBHCO Office

For Internal Circulation only



Marketing Director's Message

Dear Cooperators’,

I am delighted to know that the issues of Krishak Saarathi are becoming a popular platform for
knowledge dissemination among our cooperative brothers and farmers.

It was a distinct privilege for us to receive the esteemed Union Minister of Home and Cooperation,
Shri Amit Shah Ji, at the KRIBHCO headquarters on August 18", 2023. During our conversation with
the Minister, he emphasized and motivated us to enhance the cooperative infrastructure throughout
the nation through the adoption of 1000 PACS (Primary Agricultural Cooperative Societies).

The Minister also underscored the interconnectedness of agricultural growth, cooperative prosperity,
and the well-being of the farming community through innovative approaches. In the course of the
visit, KRIBHCO's Chairman assured him that KRIBHCO would consistently adhere to his guidance
and implement all strategies aimed at fortifying the cooperative movement in the country.

I would like to extend my congratulations to the editorial team for their successful publication of
seven issues of Krishak Saarthi, which has garnered significant popularity among our readers. I wish
them the utmost success in all their future endeavors.

Iy s

{l
V.S. R. Prasad

Marketing Director
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I am elated to bring out the Eighth Issue of our EDITOR'S
monthly newsletter “Krishak Saarathi” to you. DESK

This month, we present a special edition highlighting
the visit of the esteemed Union Minister of Home
and Cooperation, Shri Amit Shah, to the corporate
headquarters of KRIBHCO in Noida. This visit, which took place on August 18", 2023, was brief but
significant. Our distinguished board of Directors extended a warm and grand welcome, underscoring
our profound appreciation for his presence. During his interaction and meeting with the Board
of Directors, the Minister articulated his vision to bolster the cooperative movement in India. He
proposed that KRIBHCO should shoulder the responsibility of adopting 1000 PACS (Primary Agricultural Cooperative
Societies) to facilitate the seamless supply, storage, and distribution of fertilizers. Furthermore, the Minister also took the
opportunity to tour our Soil and Seed Testing Laboratory, where he observed the meticulous testing procedures dedicated to
serving the needs of farmers.

Further, the issue also covers package of practice (PoP) of important crops grown during the month of September, making
the issue quite informative and educative for everyone.

With active support from all the contributors the 07 issues of Monthly Newsletter has been successfully published. As
we continue with our efforts to bring out better content we seek your feedback for further improvements in the Monthly
newsletter.

-

Dr. V. K. Tiwari
Dy. GM (Mktg)

Editorial Board

Sh. V S R Prasad, Mktg. Director Sh. Devisht Agarwal, DM (MS) Sh. Raj Babu Kumar, AM (Mktg)

Chairman Member - IT and Technical Member - Agriculture News Updates
Dr. V K Tiwari, DGM (Mktg) Sh. Nitesh Kumar Mishra, DM (Mktg) Sh. Rishav Arora, AM (MS)
Chief Editor Editing, Design and Circulation Member - Current Affairs

Sh. Sharvan Kumar, CM (Mktg)
Member - FAS
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Honorable Home and Cooperative Minister
Engages with KRIBHCO Board of Directors on 18.08.2023

The distinguished Home and Cooperation Minister, Shri
Amit Shah, conducted a pivotal meeting with the Board of
Directors at the *KRIBHCO (Krishak Bharati Cooperative
Limited) headquarter in Noida on August 18th, 2023. The
event was welcomed with great enthusiasm, showcasing the
organization's deep respect for his visit.

During this insightful interaction, the Home and
Cooperation Minister shared his vision to bolster the
cooperative movement and address its developmental
gaps in collaboration with KRIBHCO. He emphasized the
expansion of KRIBHCO's Rural Development Trust as a
mechanism to rectify these deficiencies.

The Minister proposed that KRIBHCO undertake the
responsibility of adopting 1,000 Primary Agricultural
Cooperative Societies (PACS) to facilitate fertilizer
distribution, common service center operations, and food
storage for PACS. He urged the creation of at least 200 model
PACs per year, capable of implementing new initiatives
introduced by the Ministry of Cooperation.

Highlighting the synergy between agricultural growth,
cooperative prosperity, and the welfare of farming
communities, the Minister encouraged innovative
measures. He suggested revising the "Crop Pattern" to align
with environmentally friendly practices.
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The Minister's engagement extended to visiting the soil and
seed testing laboratory, where he personally witnessed the
meticulous testing procedures. This step underscored his
commitment to modernize agricultural practices while
upholding stringent quality standards.

In his address, the Minister emphasized strengthening the
cooperative structure and fostering its growth, particularly
in the export domain. He advocated the exploration of
novel crop varieties alongside traditional ones, a move
aimed at optimizing profits and catering to evolving market
dynamics.

A notable highlight of the visit was the inauguration of the
latest edition of KRIBHCO's in-house half-yearly magazine,
"KRIBHCO News", by the Minister himself. This magazine
serves as a platform to share insights, achievements, and
progress within the cooperative and agricultural sectors.

During the course of the visit, Chairman KRIBHCO
assured him that KRIBHCO will act as per his directions
and implement all his visions to strengthen the cooperative
movement in India.

The Minister's visit resonated with insightful discourse
and commendation for KRIBHCO's pursuits. His presence
injected an inspiring aura into the event, reaffirming the
organization's dedication to innovation and progress.
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‘ SOIL HEALTH

New Soil Health Card
Scheme

Government of India has made some
technological interventions in New Soil
Health Card Scheme. The Soil Health
Card portal has been revamped and integrated with a
Geographic Information System (GIS) system so that all
the test results are captured and seen on a map. To make
the implementation/monitoring of the scheme smooth
and to facilitate farmers an easy access to his soil health
card, the mobile application has been made robust with the
additional features i.e. restrict the sample collection region
for the Village Level Entrepreneur/Operator collecting the
soil samples, auto selection of the latitude and longitude
of the location, generation of a QR code to link with
the sample and test results of all samples directly on the
portal from the geo-mapped labs, without any manual
intervention. The new system has already been rolled out
from April, 2023 and Samples are collected through mobile
application. Soil Health Cards are generated on revamped
portal. 56 Training sessions to States have been arranged
for the new system.

Swasth Dhara, Khet Haraa

Soil Health Card scheme has been merged in Rashtriya
Krishi Vikas Yojana (RKVY) cafeteria scheme as its one
component under name ‘Soil Health & Fertility’ from the
year 2022-23

Source:PIB

Area under paddy up 4.4 pc, pulses down
8.3 pc this kharif season: Govt

As of August 25 in the current kharif
season, the area dedicated to paddy
cultivation has expanded by 4.4 percent,
reaching 384.05 lakh hectares. This
growth has occurred despite planting
delays in Andhra Pradesh and Karnataka,
according to data released by the Ministry
of Agriculture. However, pulse cultivation
has experienced an 8.30 percent decline,

f%

with acreage at 117.44 lakh hectares compared to 128.07 lakh
hectares in the same period the previous year.

Compared to the previous year, paddy cultivation has seen
substantial growth, with Bihar reporting the most significant
increase, expanding from 29.8 lakh hectares to 34.88 lakh
hectares. Chhattisgarh also recorded an increase from 33.22
lakh hectares to 37.47 lakh hectares, and Telangana saw growth
from 17.36 lakh hectares to 20 lakh hectares during the same
period.

However, paddy cultivation has faced challenges in Andhra
Pradesh, with only 9.49 lakh hectares cultivated on August 25,
a decrease from the 10.69 lakh hectares planted the previous
year. Similarly, Karnataka reported lower sowing, with only
5.77 lakh hectares compared to 7.49 lakh hectares during the
same period in the previous year.

According to data from the Ministry of Agriculture, the
cultivation area for coarse cereals has shown a slight increase,
reaching 178.33 lakh hectares in the current kharif season, up
from 176.31 lakh hectares in the previous year

o Tl 3

World’s Largest Food/ Grain Storage Plan

The Union Cabinet approved the "World's Largest Grain
Storage Plan in Cooperative Sector” as a Pilot Project on
May 31, 2023. This plan involves creating agricultural
infrastructure at the Primary Agricultural Credit Societies
(PACS) level, including warehouses, custom hiring centers,
processing units, and Fair Price Shops, using a 'whole-of-
Government' approach. The implementation of the plan
utilizes government schemes for infrastructure development
at the PACS level. An Inter-Ministerial Committee (IMC)
led by the Home and Cooperation Minister has been
established to oversee the plan's implementation and can
modify guidelines and methodologies as needed. A National
Level Coordination Committee (NLCC)
chaired by the Secretary of the Ministry
of Cooperation will oversee the overall
implementation and progress of the
plan.

To monitor the pilot project's progress
and integrate it with existing state-level
policies and programs, States/Union
Territories have formed State Cooperative Development
Committees (SCDC) at the state level and District
Cooperative Development Committees (DCDC) at the
district level, chaired by the Chief Secretary and District
Collector, respectively. These committees include members
from various departments and organizations to assess storage
capacity, project viability, connectivity, infrastructure, and
market linkages, among other factors.

Source:PIB

To provide relief to over 140 crore citizens
of India, Centre to offload 50 LMT of wheat
and 25 LMT of rice in open market

Government of India has decided that Food Corporation of India
(FCI)shall offload 50 LMT of wheat and 25 LMT of rice in open
market in a phased manner under Open Market Sale Scheme
(Domestic)[OMSS(D)] for sale through E-auction. Keeping in
view the experience of the past 5 e-auctions for rice by FCIL, it has
been decided that the reserve price will be brought down by Rs
200/qtl and the effective price now will be Rs 2900/Qtl. The cost
on account of reduction in the reserve price will be borne from
the Price Stabilization Fund maintained by the Department of
Consumer Affairs.

As on 7.8.2023 in one year, the wheat
prices have gone up by 6.77% in retail
market and 7.37% in wholesale market.
Similarly, the rice prices in retail market
have gone up by 10.63% and 11.12% in
wholesale market.

Keeping in view the benefit of over 140 crore citizens of the
country, Government of India has taken this decision to offer
wheat and rice under OMSS(D) to private parties for increasing
availability, moderate the rise in market prices and control food
inflation. However, it is relevant to mention that Government
is also providing foodgrains to NFSA beneficiaries as per their
entitlement free of cost as committed under Pradhan Mantri
Garib Kalyan Anna Yojna (PM-GKAY) w.e.f. Ist January, 2023.

Source:PIB
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